Warbirds over Wanaka 2010
Decided to have a driving trip and around the southern part of the south Island of New Zealand with my wife and it “just happened” to be when WoW was on!
This warbirds airshow will be familiar to many GMAA members but it really is something special with a crowd of about 100,000 over the 3 days which is big for NZ – they come from around the world and if anyone has a “bucket List “ pop this event on it .

This year they had as the feature an A6M4 Zero flying which was brought out from California specially for the event – and got “shot down” each day by a spitfire and a P40.

The beauty of this event is the flight line is about 100 meters from the spectators and it is LOW level action, superb displays with the mountains as a back drop – cannot get any better .

This year they had the Zero, Mk 9 Spitfire, a P51D Mustang, 2 P40 Kittyhawks ( 1 did a live round strafing run ) , Lavochkin La-9, PBY Catalina, 11 Yaks , 8 Harvard’s , a magnificent FG-1D Corsair, De Havilland Vampire, L-39 Albatross, Hercules, just to name a few  and 4 FA – 18 Hornets from Australia which took off the cotton wool Australia display and really let loose ! 
They had one of the best displays of De Havilland aircraft flying  ( 10 of various types)  I have ever seen most came form a small air field near Gore NZ called Mandeville where they actually are restoring many aircraft including a full size replica of a Comet based on Grosvenor House. 

On top of this there were helicopters, airborne assaults , mock attacks all day with some of the best pyrotechnics I have ever seen along with Peggy Krainz a German wing walker performing on a fabulous Boeing Stearman E75 ( 9 cylinder P&W radial), amongst her display was also a loop standing on the top wing – Sheeit !  

Not forgetting the ground displays and the ease of getting around seeing the start ups and other action, which was continually on.
Friday is a practice day and Sat /Sunday the full program, well worth getting the 3 day grandstand Gold Pass if you are going as there is a lot to see on the ground also including some very committed Military re enactments (they take it so seriously at one stage I thought I was in Germany !) 

I had the pleasure of 3 days in 2006 but this year just did the Saturday. Colin Gissing did the 3 days this year and like me really enjoyed the whole show.
I have forwarded a couple of photos for the website and I also have a DVD I took of the show, runs for edited 40 min if anyone would like to borrow or show at a club night just let me know . 

If anyone is planning to go in 2012 (runs every 2 years) by all means contact Colin or myself  for some tips. 
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