Hi to all members.

| hope you and your families had an enjoyable
Christmas and New Year and | wish you a safe and
enjoyable 2010.

| would also like to take the opportunity to thank the
members that assisted with the Christmas Barbeque
at Mannerim in December. It was a great evening
with plenty of flying and members interaction with
each other.

Also a thank you to the members that have assisted
with the many tasks around the club facilities to
improve and maintain our assets and flying fields
over the past year.

With the New Year it is now time to implement
some of the additions to our Club format, that is the
introduction of the Silver Wing Certificate and the
training assistants that have been introduced to the
MAAA Training scheme by Murray Ellis.

Thanks to Murray for providing his time and the
documents necessary

I would also like to encourage members that have
not already done so, to take the opportunity in
obtaining the silver and gold wing certificate now
that Instructors have had some time freed up by the
introduction of the training assistants.

If you have any questions about the training and
certificates please see one of the Instructors for more
detail.
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Dondt forget the

Hope to see you there

Cheers and Safe flying
Colin Robertson
GMAA President

Next meeting, 16th February, 2010
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From The Editor

nce again it’s newsletter time again.
OA lot has happened in the last month,
another Australian Pattern
Association competition has been attended by
some members of our club, more about that

later in report from Bob Musgrave.
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{ years ago. When computers first started get-

Typical Servo of 1965

guy from work came and asked me if
AI had any old plans or magazines, as

his neighbour’s 14 year old son was
showing a keen interest in modelling. He
showed me a book from his local library,
“Handbook of MODEL PLANES CARS
and BOATS”. Talk about a gold mine, it was

EVents Calendar

Events can be found on the VMAA

Website.

www.vmaa.com.au

of an article

30 years old. It had beautiful scale plans, a

do it yourself build your own single channel|#

radio control, complete with receiver. I've
included a photograph of the transmitter|g
and a “modern day” servo. It's amazing,
what we take for granted was just not avail-
able “in those days”. I wonder though, is|’
there something lost in our modern day, or
are we still as inventive in our modelling
quests. Most people couldn’t afford a com-
mercial R/C system in the ‘60’s, so building
them was the only option. I guess it wasn’t
until the ‘70’s that commercial units were
affordable, and even then the cost was quite
high. Take a servo for example. If it gives
up the ghost, it's nearly cheaper to buy a

i| new one than get it fixed. Have a look at the| i

“typical aileron servo” installation of 30

ting onto the home market, I built my first
one (it was often called R2D2, from
Starwars, by my “friends”), as I couldn’t
afford to buy one. Now I have an LBM P.C

compatible, that is light years ahead in per-| %8

formance and versatility.
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I've built a few electronic bit’s and
pieces, here and there, for my modelling
needs, but nothing like a complete R/C sys-
tem, as the commercial units are so good, and
cheap. Even power panels are not worth it, as
a good “Sub C-Nicad” cell does the job. Not
that I'm complaining, not at all. As I work
everyday with computers, from P.C’s to large
mainframes, I always did wonder how I was
going to fly a R/C plane on a “Computer
Radio”. Typing in the commands on the key-

ingle Channe
board would be an interesting exercise. Just
imagine, everybody turning up at the club
field to fly, all with a laptop computer. Maybe
that's what N.A.S.A has really been doing
over the past 30 years, ever wondered?

hat we will be be flying with in the
s ’\ / 20th century, E.S.P?

BRUCE THOMPSON

itter, circa 1965.

BROWN WINGS TEST
You are attempting

a landing onRunway 25.
The wind is 170" and
gusting to 40 Knots.

'

Q.1 Describe in your
own words your
landing approach.
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SUNDAY 21st
February,
Patterncomp at
Mannerim

For Sale

2 JR NER649S PCM receivers $70
each or both for $100

Call Bruce Thompson


mailto:editor@gmaa.org.au
http://www.vmaa.com.au/

Next Meeting

Meetings will be held on the third Tuesday of each

month , the Venue -

Geelong East Uniting Church

Cnr of Boundary Rd & Ormond Rd
East Geelong

8:00pm

Entry is via Boundary Rd, Church car park.

Important
New Postal Address for all correspondence :

PO Box 5226 North Geelong 3215.

Secretary
Leigh Worland C/O PO Box 5226

North Geelong 3215

Editor

Bruce Thompson C/O PO Box 5226
North Geelong 3215

Registrar

Phil Pope C/O PO Box 5226

North Geelong 3215

Donét forget
BBQ on the
Saturday after each club
Meeting held at Both fields.

RAIN , HAIL OR SHINE

GMAA 2009-10 Committee

President: Colin Robertson
Vice Pres: David MacFarlane
Secretary: Leigh Worland
Treasurer: Don Forbes

News Editor: Bruce Thompson
Registrar: Phil Pope
Boftest®R:N t Rdbeft Lauder
Safety O DR: Laurie Plowright

Safety O M: Dave Barling

Newsletter Contributions Always Welcome

DEADLINE FIRST MONDAY OF EACH MONTH
SEND TO Editor
E-mail editor@gmaa.org.au
C/O PO Box 5226 North Geelong 3215.

Our Flying Fields




