
Next meeting 11AM, Dog Rocks, Sat 16th April, 2011 

BBQ 12.00 

April 2011 

Events  can be found on the VMAA Website. 
www.vmaa.com.au 

http://www.vmaa.com.au/


 

This is a good time of year for flying. It‟s a couple of 

weeks since we stopped complaining about the heat, and 

a couple of weeks until we start complaining about the 

cold. Don has had the pot belly flue and cowl repaired at 

Brockmans. This involved complete replacement of all 

material, which had rusted away after about 20 years use. 

There is rubbish issue at the club, which was obvious 

when there was no pot belly stove to hide it in. House-

keeping was discussed at the last general meeting, and I 

feel things improved after that. The principals are simple 

and I don‟t need to mention them. But I‟m going to any-

way. Leave the place a little bit better than you found it. 

Not a little bit worse. Leave the toilet clean after use. 

Sweep the shed out occasionally. It is ok to sweep some-

one else‟s dust. Take your rubbish home, or put it in the 

fire if it‟s flammable. That will do for now. 

 

The committee is looking at a new mower. The existing 

one is old, overheats and needs engine repairs. I have 

included a pamphlet of the one they are looking at. See 

the second last page. I think they are ready to put some-

thing to the members, 

 

Thanks to all the people who have helped me with the 

newsletter this month. I‟ve had photos and articles 

emailed to me, and some good suggestions. There are a 

lot of specialised areas in the modelling field, and the 

results are so impressive. The scale aerotow at the Dog 

Rocks was on during the month. This amazing event was 

right at our door step. These glider experts probably 

came to have fun, but they put on a great show for us. 

Alex has written a report. Here‟s a picture of the usual 

BBQ volunteers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to everybody who made the day such a success.  

 

The article in the Geelong Independent seems to have 

been a big success. There have been a lot of new people 

turn up at the field lately and the only thing that‟s differ-

ent is the article. Peter Baker organised it, and has done a 

good job behind the scenes with many other projects. 

 

A few members went to the Adelaide Golden Era gather-

ing, and Phil Pope sent in a report. Very impressive once 

again. 

 

If you have past copies of Airborne, please have a look at 

Stephen Henderson‟s article and we may be able to pub-

lish some good information on scratch building. 

 

Mal Anderson 

maland30@gmail.com 

 

There was the “Wangaratta Jets 2011” gathering last weekend. The care and expertise that goes into these models con-

stantly amazes me.  Haven‟t had any feedback from members yet, but here are a couple of photos from the web site. 

(I have heard a whisper that another member is scratch building a turbine powered model.) 



AEROTOW EVENT – SUNDAY 27 TH. MARCH. 

 

Sunday was a very pleasant warm morning with just a slight breeze, and judging by the local eagle floating across the 

sky there were clearly some thermals also. 

It was a good turnout of participants, gliders and spectators. 

There was very heavy cloud cover and according to the glider flyers that was exactly what they wanted.  

The tug was based on a crop-duster model but the engine was increased from 120 to 150 cc to cater for the larger and 

heavier models that kept appearing over time. The wing profile was also altered to get better lift characteristics. The 

largest glider was some 6.2m in wing span and weighed 11 kg. The climb rate of the tug was very impressive. 

I enquired about the construction of these machines and was advised that they are constructed entirely from glass and 

carbon fiber in a super thin sandwich, including the wings. No wood of any description was to be seen. The finish and 

build quality was excellent. Based on the $400 for the pilot alone, I did not ask for the glider cost. 

The pilot had real denim jeans and real leather boots. 

All present enjoyed a great event. 

 

Alex Mishura 

Piper Pawnee tow plane.  DA-25 1/4 scale. Wingspan and tail have been increased 10% from scale. 10 KG. 

Manufactured by Design Composites. 

The tow line can be released either end, and has a weak link either end. 



ASG 29 by Alexander Schliecher, Germany. Model made in the Czech Republic. 

1/3 scale. 6M wingspan. 12kg. 

ASH 25 by Alexander Schliecher. Original and model both made in Germany. 

1:3.375 scale. 7M wingspan. 



Jantar Standard, Royal Modded 

3M wingspan. 1/5 scale lengthened 10%. 3kg. 

6V Futaba radio with 9 servos. 

 Henryk Kobylanski‟s  trailer to carry the tow plane and 

gliders. Build photos at: 
http://www.silentflight.net/index.php?/content/view/130/64/ 

http://www.silentflight.net/index.php?/content/view/130/64/


Building from Plans 
 

It‟s often said that scratch building is a dying art.  ARFs are cheap and many are high-quality, and this means 

anyone can fly (and crash) an almost unlimited array of scale, aerobatic and fun-fly models.  However when a 

unique or scale scratch built model arrives at field it captures attention and the owner always seems to be that 

little bit more keen to „show you around‟ their model. 

 

As a relatively new modeller who has never taken on a project larger than repairing a wing tip I found the 

recent “Building from Plans” series in Airborne magazine very interesting.  I‟d like to scan each article in the 

series as a reference for myself and others in the club, however I‟m missing three issues and am asking for 

anyone with these issues to place them in the „magazine pile‟ at the field.   I‟ll collect them, scan and then 

return them to the pile (or back to you directly if you put your 

name on them).  The issues I need are: 

 

Number 226 – Building from Plans Part 1 

Number 228 – Building from Plans Part 3 

Number 232 – Building from Plans Part 7 

 

Hopefully this won‟t upset the copyright police as they 

won‟t be re-published, the plans still need to be  

purchased from Airborne and it will serve as good  

advertising for Airborne magazine! 

 

Stephen Henderson 

 



!ŘŜƭŀƛŘŜ DƻƭŘŜƴ 9Ǌŀ  
!ƛǊ wŀŎŜǎ нлмм 
 
The Geelong Texan Racing Team competed once again in this fast paced and exciting event, 
and once again showed that they can mix it with the best in the country.  
 
Congratulations to my fellow competitors, Bruce Thompson, Dave Barling, Rob Lauder, Brian 
Munns, Murray Ellis, and Rick Johansson for putting on a great display.  
Commiserations to Bruce on the loss of his Texan due to a midair with another model. Thatõs 
racing for you.  
 
Murray and Rick entered in the Radial class with their Monocoupes but Murray had to pull out 
due to mechanical problems with the plane. Again, thatõs racing. All seems good and ready to 
go when testing at home, but under the pressure of racing the gremlins seem to strike.  
 
We were again blessed with near perfect weather for the event ð light changeable breeze in 
the mornings, freshening to a stronger westerly during the afternoons. But this put the breeze 
straight down the strip from right to left. Perfect!  
 
As with all racing events, there are bound to be incidents, or ôcarnageõ as Janice calls it, and 
we were not to be disappointed this year.  
Janice counted 11 models that went in, and they started early.  
Thursday is generally a scrutinising day with practice and tuning flights, but there were sev-
eral pre race losses, including one model that ditched into the saltpans at the west end of the 
strip. It had not been retrieved by the end of the meet.  
 
Iôve already mentioned Bruces loss due to a midair, the other model actually survived with a 
broken canopy which was repaired and continued to compete.  
The most spectacular midair was Les Davis from Bendigo. His and another model collided at 
pylon 1 with a resounding whack that must have been heard in Adelaide!  
Both models were totally destroyed in a cloud of splintered fragments which were then flown 
through by the 2 surviving planes.  
The dust cloud drifted and hung in the air for a good 5 minutes, and as Janice said, looked 
quite pretty sparkling in the sunlight.  
I also have a great picture of a Spitfire with its rudder and fin chewed off, great effort by the 
pilot to get down safely.  
 
Another class was added this year and that is Formula 1.  
These are planes that attempted to qualify, qualified, or competed in either the Goodyear Tro-
phy or Formula 1 type during the ôGolden Eraõ up to 1977 
No minimum weight applied to these models, but they had a wingspan between 80 & 90 inch-
es, and engines up to 56cc, generally petrol.  
These were very quick and slippery models and great fun to watch.  
 
Check the GMAA website soon. Weõll get our webmaster to upload pictures as soon as we 
can get organised.  
Thanks to Jarrod Tippins for visiting and taking some excellent shots, and also to Eric and 
Peter for their invaluable help.  
 
Have I wet your appetite for racing? Well there are a couple of events coming up soon. The 
first is at Cobram over the Queens birthday weekend in June, and then at Bendigo in August.  
Of course the big one will be at the Constellation Model Flying Club field about this time in 
2013.  
My Texan survived Adelaide so Iõll be looking to race again, probably at Bendigo, and Iõll defi-
nitely be back for Adelaide 2013.  
 
Congratulations to the Organising Committee and the Constellation Model Flying Club for an-
other excellent event.  
Iõll be back! 
 
       Gotta fly, as fast as I can,  
       Phil Pope.  









Corio Primary School. 

 
Felix and I visited the school last week. We didn‟t know what to expect, but it turned out to be very success-

ful. The children had a 2 day “air show” program. The day before we were there they visited the RAAF Air 

Museum at Point Cook, so when we arrived at 11am on Wednesday they were all keyed up keen to listen. 

We gave 4 groups a talk on model planes and helicopters, and explained how they worked. Felix had a loose 

receiver with servos plugged in for a good bench display. We both had our laptops with simulators, and Fe-

lix connected his to a projector to show the simulator on the big screen. It looked very impressive with pas-

senger jets doing loops. The kids tried the simulators, and the sessions continued right through lunch time. 

Then at 2.15pm the 4 groups gathered outside and I flew my Trex 450 electric heli. The kids were so enthu-

siastic right through the day that Felix and I came away feeling vey happy. 





 

 
Don’t forget the monthly 

BBQ on the  

Saturday, immediately 

after each club meeting . 

 

   RAIN , HAIL OR 

SHINE 

Next Meeting Saturday 16 April 2011 
 

Meetings are held on the third Saturday of each month , 
 
 Venue : 
Dog Rocks Flying Field 
Dog Rocks Road, Batesford. 
 
11.00 AM with a bbq at 12.00 midday. 
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Our Flying Fields 

Newsletter Contributions Always 

Welcome    
DEADLINE SECOND SATURDAY OF 

EACH MONTH 

SEND TO THE EDITOR  

Mal Anderson 

10 Queens Road, 

Newtown, 3220 

Or E-mail  to maland30@gmail.com 

 
 
 
GMAA 2010-11 Committee 
 
President: Peter Baker 
  
Vice Pres: David MacFarlane
  
Secretary: Alex Mishura 
  
Treasurer: Don Forbes 
  
News Editor: Mal Anderson 
  
Registrar: Phil Pope 
  
Contest Dir: Jay Everett 
 
Member: Felix Agius 
  
Member: Laurie Plowright  
 
Safety Officer: All club members 
 
 

mailto:editor@gmaa.org.au

